
 It takes a village… 
Above the Clouds (ATC) partners
with local hospitals, schools, and 
social service organizations to 
provide its unique  brand of joy and 
hope to kids facing serious adversity. 

ATC Partners… 
Big Brother Big Sister… 
Boston Childrens Hospital… 
Brigham and Womens Hospital… 
Crossroads for Kids…Dana Farber  
Cancer Institute…Mass Department of 
Children and Families… 
Dorchester Boys and Girls Club… 
Good Shepherd Community Care… 
Home for Little Wanderers… 
Italian Home for Children… 
Jett Foundation…Jewish Family and 
Children’s Services…Lucy’s Love Bus… 
Massachusetts General Hospital… 
Old Colony YMCA…Robert F. Kennedy 
Children’s Action Corps… 
Smart from the Start…Tufts Floating 
Hospital for Children…Wildflower Camp 
Foundation…and more. 

Gary Oberstein, Executive Director 
Chief Joy and Hope Officer 
Above the Clouds 
Norwood, Massachusetts 
617-840-1710
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CALLING  
ALL PILOTS 
Help us to bring joy and hope to more kids facing adversity 
Above the Clouds (ATC) has flown more than 500 children since 2013, mostly out of 
Norwood Memorial Airport in Massachusetts. ATC is honored to partner with Cape Air in 
order to extend our reach to kids.    

Every community searches, often without success, for that elusive motivational tool that will 
serve as the conduit to encourage kids to find hope, to believe in their ability to rise above 
current challenges and to envision and follow a path towards a positive future. Cape Air 
pilots can help provide that resource to bring joy and hope to even more deserving kids. 

Above the Clouds is the only program of its kind that harnesses the “coolness” of flight and 
the allure of flying an airplane on a cost-free basis for kids who most need an infusion of joy 
and hope. 

Above the Clouds’ Partnership Benefits for Cape Air Pilots  
Above the Clouds partners with the general aviation community to support local youth facing 
adversity. By giving back to the community in this way, Cape Air pilot benefits include: 

• An opportunity to utilize your aviation expertise as a catalyst to bring joy and hope to
youth facing adversity

• An opportunity to pair your love of flying with a desire to help kids
• Paid flying hours to make a real difference in the life of a child
• ATC events that ignite a community passion for aviation and community service
• Opportunities to spotlight local airports as a valuable community hub, partner and

vital local resource
• Give back to your community
• MOCHA HAGoTDI !
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ABOUT 
ABOVE THE CLOUDS 
 
 
 

Above the Clouds (ATC) is a one-of-a-kind grassroots 501(c)3 non-profit organization 
that brings joy and hope through the wonder of small aircraft flight to children facing serious 
adversity. ATC uses aviation to achieve these goals through its three programs (Dream Flyers, 
Discovery Flyers, and Cadet Flyers) for children who are ill or have a disability; are 
underprivileged; are experiencing homelessness, poverty, or food insecurity; are suffering from 
the loss of a family member; or facing trauma or other challenges. Above the Clouds’ goal is to 
bring joy, and to inspire, empower, motivate and infuse children with hope to pursue their 
dreams. Above the Clouds has developed its programs to benefit these youth using aviation in a 
way that no other organization has done.  ATC has flown more than 500 children since 2013. 
  
Where kids take flight 
Above the Clouds provides children and teens with the thrilling opportunity to ride in a small 
aircraft and actually take the controls of the plane in flight. Above the Clouds believes that the 
connection between mind and body is strong, and that joy is good medicine. What could be 
more joyful than flying a small plane? 
 
Bringing joy and hope to kids 
ATC’s unique programming enhances the positive impact of its referring partners, including 
schools, social service organizations, and hospitals. For kids who eagerly await medical 
clearance following cancer treatment; kids whose lives are difficult; kids whose families are 
struggling, ATC flights provide a joyful respite from their daily challenges, a view of a world wide 
with possibility, and an infusion of hope to carry forward.   
 
ATC’s Joy Maker Dream Team 
At any given time ATC’s volunteer Joy Makers may include local students, families, 
videographers, artists, photographers, teachers, airplane buffs, techies, doctors, nurses, 
corporate groups, pilots who fly their own planes, and pilots who simply love to fly. ALL of ATC’s 
Joy Makers share a passion for bringing joy and hope to kids in need. These volunteers report 
that nothing compares to the moment when sparks of hope ignite as kids in the copilot seat 
realize, “If I can fly an airplane, I can do anything!”   
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ATC  
PROGRAMS 
Dream Flyers   
Dream Flight Days are scheduled numerous times throughout most of the year and each 
includes free individual flights on small private airplanes for children who are bravely battling a 
range of challenges. The Dream Flyers Program delivers a unique kind of medicine -- the 
anticipation, excitement, and joyful experience of flying in the co-pilot's seat of a small airplane 
or helicopter, and even taking the controls! Young patients eagerly look forward to completing 
their hospital stay and receiving clearance from their medical team to take off on a Dream Flight. 
Similarly, children who have a disability, or are experiencing poverty, homelessness, or 
other serious challenges over which they have no control, benefit from a Dream Flight.  

Discovery Flyers 
The Discovery Flyers Program is a longer-term, one-to-one mentoring program that pairs each 
Discovery Flyer with a Discovery Pilot Mentor. Discovery Flyers have the opportunity to fly in the 
co-pilot seat monthly with their mentors, literally seeing their world from a different viewpoint. 
The Flyers learn about aviation, explore their own future plans, and they experience the self-
esteem that results from a supportive relationship with a trusted, committed adult.  

Cadet Flyers 
The Cadet Flyers Program gives teens the amazing opportunity to take flying lessons at no cost, 
and to eventually pilot an airplane by themselves -- solo flying! This program gives low-income, 
at-risk youth a life-changing opportunity they never could have imagined for themselves, and it 
motivates them to focus, stay in school, and follow a path toward a positive future. Cadet Flyers
develop discipline and maturity from participating in an activity that requires hard work and 
commitment and takes place in an adult setting. 

ATC’s Discovery Flyers Program and Cadet Flyers Program harness the coolness, wonder,
and allure of flight to attract and retain at-risk teens and to lift them up and put them on a path 
toward success. Discovery and Cadet Flyers and their Pilot Mentors also enjoy periodic “Fly-
Outs” when several pairs fly their planes to exciting locations, including air force bases and 
aviation museums. In 2019, ten young ATC Flyers flew to the Westover Airforce Reserve Base 
from Norwood Memorial Airport in several planes with eight ATC Discovery Pilots and 
chaperones. The Flyers toured a C-5 Super Galaxy aircraft, visited the Control Tower, and 
actually flew the full-motion C-5 simulator. Up front and personal with military personnel and the 
C-5 was a unique experience for these teens that further helps them expand their hopes and
efforts for success.



 Above The Clouds is changing so 
 many kids lives through the power of aviation. 
Above The Clouds is able to provide joy for  
kids who have been through so much and to  
just get their mind off of what’s going on in  
their life outside Norwood airport for a couple 
hours is awesome.  
- Josh, Above the Clouds Volunteer

Flying an airplane makes me feel 
 like I can do anything! 

- Yves, ATC Cadet Flyer

  This is such a great program; so 
 wonderfully thoughtfully put together.   
 Anthony talks about it daily and cannot wait 
 to ‘fly again’!  Blessings to you all.  
- Family of Anthony, Dream Flyer

DREAM FLYERS 
DISCOVERY FLYERS 

CADET FLYERS 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
 
Jim Andersen / Treasurer  
Managing Partner, Foundation Management Associates, LLC 
Canton, MA   
 
Tara D’Alessandro / Board Member  
Contracts Counsel, Experian Information Solutions, Inc. 
Norwood, MA  
 
Brendan Feitelberg / Board Member  
Private Pilot 
New York, NY 
 
David B. Hampson / Board Member  
Instrument-rated private pilot;  
Managing Partner, Schrager Hampson Aviation Insurance Agency, LLC 
Greenland, NH  
 
Ken Hertz / Board Member  
Captain, JetBlue 
Brookline, MA  
 
Bob Kustka / Secretary 
President, Fusion Factor, Inc.; Co-founder, Career Bound 
Norwell, MA 
 
Reid Maclellan, MD, MMSc / Chairman of the Board 
Instructor of Plastic Surgery, Harvard Medical School, Boston Children’s Hospital 
Lookout Mountain, TN 
 
Gary Oberstein, Esq. / Founder and Executive Director 
Private Pilot & Senior Counsel (Former Managing Partner, Boston Office, Nixon Peabody, LLP) 
Walpole, MA 
 
In addition to its Board of Directors, ATC engages a dedicated Leadership Council, comprised of ten 
individuals from the local community and area businesses, most whom first came to ATC as Dream 
Flight Day volunteers.  The Leadership Council serves as a think tank, an introductory group for 
potential board members, a fundraising and community ambassador group. 
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ATC HISTORY  
and CONTACTS 
HISTORY 
Above the Clouds (ATC) was founded in 2012 by Gary Oberstein, former Managing Partner 
(now Senior Counsel) at Nixon Peabody LLP's Boston office and an instrument-rated private 
pilot. ATC was born out of Gary's desire to pair his passion for aviation with his wish to help 
children who face serious adversity, illness or disability, and underserved youth. As a practicing 
labor and employment attorney for 30 years, Gary has provided legal counsel to dozens of 
charitable organizations. He has served on the boards of several organizations that serve 
children, as well as the board of IMC Club, International, an organization that promotes 
instrument flying, proficiency, and safety. Gary has had the joy and privilege of flying out of 
Norwood Memorial Airport for the past 15 years. 

THE	ATC	PILOT	SQUADRON	
ATC engages over 60 active volunteer pilots at any given time and also engages 100+ other 
volunteers who help with a variety of tasks for each of our programs. In addition to ATC’s pilots 
and youth mentors, its ground crew, flight coordinators, technology monitors, welcome teams, 
photographers, videographers and artists are all volunteers. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT ABOVE THE CLOUDS 

Gary Oberstein, Founder / Executive Director 
Gary@abovethecloudskids.org 
617-610-5226

Martha Oberstein, Director of Operations 
Martha@abovethecloudskids.org 
617-610-5227

Mary Gorman, Development and Program Coordinator 
Mary@abovethecloudskids.org     
617-678-5874
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